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EL NORTE DE CASTILLA 

16/03/2018 

El alcalde de Palencia anuncia que no se cambiará el nombre a la calle Marta Domínguez 

 

Estatua de Marta Domínguez, en su nueva ubicación. / ANTONIO QUINTERO 

Polanco considera que con la modificación del Pabellón y el traslado de la estatua se culmina 
la retirada de honores a la atleta palentina 

JOSÉ MARÍA DÍAZ 

El Ayuntamiento de Palencia no quiere, como se dice popularmente, hacer más leña del árbol 
caído, por lo que no continuará con el proceso de retirada de honores y distinciones a la 
atleta Marta Domínguez, sancionada y desposeída de algunos títulos por al Federación 
Internacional de Atletismo por dopaje. 

El alcalde de Palencia, Alfonso Polanco, anunció ayer que no habrá nuevos pasos en este 
sentido, al estimar que con la retirada de su nombre al Pabellón Municipal de Deportes y el 
traslado de la estatua que se ubicaba ante el polideportivo hasta la zona del Campo de la 
Juventud «es suficiente», según recalcó durante la reunión de la Junta de Gobierno Local. Y 
aunque no hay ninguna medida más prevista en este sentido, sí existe la posibilidad de que, al 
menos, se estime la petición del grupo municipal de Ganemos de buscar una nueva dedicación 
a la escultura que refleja a Marta Dominguez y que ha sido trasladada a la avenida de Cardenal 
Cisneros. El equipo municipal de gobierno estudia la petición de Ganemos de que esta 
escultura se transforme en un monumento dedicado a los deportistas o los atletas, en lugar de 
que esté vinculado a Marta Domínguez. 

Para lo que no hay cambio previsto es para la denominación de la calle que lleva el nombre de 
la atleta y que se ubica en el barrio de Nueva Balastera. Polanco recalcó durante la Junta de 
Gobierno que con el cambio del Pabellón y el traslado de la escultura ya se cumplía con el 
acuerdo adoptado por la corporación el pasado 20 de julio. 



                                                                      

 

Sin embargo, desde el grupo Ganemos Palencia se ha insistido en que se deben también 
retirar el nombre a la calle, además de otros honores y distinciones como el nombramiento 
de hija predilecta. De hecho, los ediles de Ganemos pidieron en el pleno del pasado jueves 
que se abra un proceso de participación ciudadana para que sean los vecinos quienes decidan 
mediante la votación de sus propias propuestas el nuevo nombre que debería darse a esta vía 
de la ciudad. 

En un sentido parecido, la edil del PSOE Judith Castro recordó al alcalde, también durante el 
pleno que se había acordado buscar un nuevo nombre para el polideportivo. Fue el propio 
Polanco el que contestó a la concejala del PSOE que podría estudiarse esta posibilidad, aunque 
él era partidario de que se mantuviese el nombre génerico de Pabellón Municipal de Deportes. 

http://www.elnortedecastilla.es/palencia/alcalde-palencia-anuncia-20180316183526-nt.html  

  



                                                                      

 

EL UNIVERSAL 

18/03/2018  

Polanco, de los Twins, suspendido por dopaje 

El paracorto dominicano es el sexto jugador en ser excluido este año bajo el programa de 
sustancias prohibidas de las Grandes Ligas. 

 

El parador en corto dominicano de los Twins de Minnesota, Jorge Polanco, fue suspendido 80 
juegos luego de dar positivo por una sustancia que mejora el rendimiento. 

De acuerdo a las Grandes Ligas, Polanco, de 24 años de edad, dio positivo al Stanozolol. 

El paracorto dominicano es el sexto jugador en ser excluido este año bajo el programa de 
sustancias prohibidas de las Grandes Ligas, uno más que el año pasado. 

La oficina del comisionado de las mayores informó el domingo de la sanción a Polanco. 

El equipo no ha dado a conocer su posición al respecto, mientras que el sindicato de 
jugadores informó a través de un comunicado que Polanco negó haber consumido 
"intencionalmente ese esteroide". 

De acuerdo al sindicato, Polanco les dijo que solicitó una sustancia a su entrenador de 
atletismo en su natal República Dominicana, pero que le dieron otra cosa. 

Polanco tuvo promedio de bateó de .256 con 13 jonrones y 74 carreras impulsadas la 
temporada pasada, iniciando 127 juegos cubriendo las paradas cortas la temporada pasada. 

El campocorto robó 13 bases para ayudar a los Twins a ganar un puesto de comodín de la Liga 
Americana. 

http://www.eluniversal.com.mx/universal-deportes/beisbol/polanco-de-los-twins-suspendido-
por-dopaje   



                                                                      

 

WADA 

16/03/2018 

WADA update regarding Berlinger security bottles 

Following our media release of 9 March, the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) is now in a 
position to provide fresh information to stakeholders intended to maintain the integrity of 
global doping control programs, after Berlinger Special AG announced last week its decision to 
halt production of its human doping control kits and its intention to withdraw from the 
market. 

The update is as follows: 

§ Berlinger has between three-six months of stock available. 

§ To date, WADA has received no reports of cracked Berlinger bottles following freezing 
from any accredited laboratory, Anti-Doping Organization (ADO) or sample collection 
provider. 

§ WADA is actively exploring alternative sources of sample collection kits, in 
collaboration with the Institute of National Anti-Doping Organizations (iNADO) and a 
number of ADOs. 

§ To that end, a meeting took place on 7 March with an existing doping control kit 
manufacturer, Versapak, which is developing a new urine kit. At the meeting, Versapak 
presented a prototype to some ADOs, a WADA-accredited laboratory, a number of 
Doping Control Officers and WADA. Versapak received feedback on the prototype, 
which they are now addressing and preparing for production in April 2018. More 
information is available on Versapak’s website. 

§ WADA has also had preliminary discussions with three other organizations which are 
at various stages of development of new sample collection equipment: 

§ Secure Doping Control, which has been developed in partnership between the US Anti-
Doping Agency and Major League Baseball. More information is available here.  

§ LOCKCON, represented by Roger Sabat and Monika Egli. More information is 
available here. 

§ Prof. Arne Ljungqvist’s Anti-Doping Foundation. More information is available here. 

§ Some of these four companies and organizations will be present at the WADA 
Symposium in Lausanne on 21-23 March and ADOs should feel free to contact them to 
further discuss their products and timing of production. 

§ A specific topic on this issue has been added to the agenda of day two of the WADA 
Symposium on 22 March in Lausanne to provide a further update. 



                                                                      

 

§ WADA will continue gathering information from all interested parties including other 
potential manufacturers in order to propose solutions that will maintain the integrity 
of the doping control process. 

Useful background information: 

On 19 January, WADA was informed by the WADA-accredited laboratory in Cologne, Germany, 
that security bottles of the new generation ‘BEREG-KIT Geneva’, introduced in September 2017 
by Berlinger, may potentially be susceptible to manual opening without evidence. 

Upon being informed of this potential integrity issue by the Cologne laboratory, WADA 
immediately launched an inquiry and reached out to the laboratory and Berlinger to ascertain 
the facts. 

On 27 January, WADA announced that preliminary results of the inquiry into the issue would 
soon be available and recommended to ADOs and laboratories appropriate measures required 
to maintain the integrity of the doping control process. WADA continued to follow up with the 
manufacturer to clarify the testing protocols and results as they became available. 

On 31 January, WADA announced that its inquiry had confirmed that a proportion of the 
‘BEREG-KIT Geneva’ security bottles were susceptible to manual opening without evidence of 
tampering (whether they have been frozen or not – initially it had been thought that only 
frozen bottles were susceptible to opening without evidence). At that point, WADA 
recommended to the International Olympic Committee (IOC) that, for the Winter Games in 
PyeongChang, it continue to use the earlier model BEREG-KIT, which was first released in 2016 
and which reported no such issues as observed in the ‘Geneva’ model. 

At that time, WADA also wrote to all ADOs and WADA-accredited laboratories around the 
world to update them on the latest situation and recommended that they, too, should 
continue to use the 2016 model of bottle, of which Berlinger agreed to restart production. 

On 2 March, WADA was advised by Berlinger that feedback from one of its customers had 
raised fresh concerns over the integrity of some of its bottles and that it had initiated an 
examination. Specifically, the customer reported that a limited number of bottles had cracked 
when frozen. This cracking was noticed mainly in the discontinued ‘BEREG-KIT Geneva’ model 
and, to a much lesser extent, in the latest batch of the ‘BEREG-KIT’ model. 

WADA immediately sought to collect more information from Berlinger as to the specifics and 
scale of the alleged integrity issues in order to ensure an effective and quick solution was 
developed by Berlinger for its clients that served the global anti-doping program. With the 
same intention, WADA also reached out to a sampling of the accredited laboratories and the 
Institute of National Anti-Doping Organizations (iNADO) to determine whether the laboratories 
or National Anti-Doping Organizations had experienced any such incidences. None had. 

On 7 March, in an effort to identify new suppliers, representatives from WADA and a number 
of ADOs, met with existing doping control kit manufacturer Versapak to learn more about a 
new kit that the company is planning to introduce. 



                                                                      

 

On 9 March, Berlinger announced it was withdrawing from the doping control business. WADA 
immediately issued a statement noting Berlinger’s decision and WADA also issued an advisory 
to all ADOs, labs and sample collection agencies, including the International Olympic 
Committee and the International Paralympic Committee, on the latest state of play along with 
instructions on how to proceed. 

At every stage, it was made clear that Berlinger, along with other manufacturers of security 
bottles, are responsible for the development, testing, distribution and monitoring of the 
equipment they produce and provide to their clients. It is up to each ADO to decide which 
sample collection equipment they use provided they meet the requirements of Article 6.3.4 of 
the International Standard for Testing and Investigations (ISTI). The ISTI, along with other 
WADA International Standards, will undergo a revision through stakeholder consultation 
starting in June this year, in parallel to the ongoing revision of the World Anti-Doping Code. 

 https://www.wada-ama.org/en/media/news/2018-03/wada-update-regarding-berlinger-
security-bottles  

  



                                                                      

 

INSIDE THE GAMES 

17/03/2018 

Liam Morgan: Concrete actions needed to repair broken anti-doping system as WADA 
prepares for key symposium 

Next week in Lausanne, the great and the good from the anti-doping movement will gather for 
yet another key meeting billed as crucial in fighting an issue which has ripped global sport to 
its core. 

The annual World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) symposium is open to pretty much anybody 
and everybody. Athletes, Government representatives, governing bodies; you name it, they 
will all be in the Olympic Capital to offer their two cents' worth from Wednesday to Friday 
(March 21 to March 23). 

Participants will engage in various seminars and sessions under the umbrella theme of 
"shaping the future of clean sport" - a future which continues to look bleak and fraught with 
difficulties in the current landscape. 

It seems that almost every aspect of the anti-doping system as we know it is at breaking point. 

Not only does the Russian doping scandal still linger over world sport like a dark, ominous 
cloud - as has been the case for what feels like an eternity - but now we have serious questions 
over the integrity of the sample collection process, claims of fake testers doing the rounds in 
Kenya and a complete lack of trust from athletes in the entire anti-doping mechanism. 

This time last week, Swiss manufacturers Berlinger announced they will withdraw from the 
doping control business in the "medium term" after the reporting of more problems with their 
sample collection bottles. 

An investigation was launched by WADA in January, just a few weeks before the opening of 
the Winter Olympic Games in Pyeongchang, following claims that the new-generation BEREG-
KIT Geneva security bottles, made by Berlinger, could potentially be opened, especially when 
frozen. 

German journalist Hajo Seppelt claimed in another hard-hitting documentary on ARD that they 
had been able to open sealed containers "without trace", prompting further concerns over the 
possibility of manipulation and fears the system is susceptible to a repeat of the Russian 
situation. 



                                                                      

 

 

Berlinger announced they will withdraw from the doping control business in the "medium 
term" after the reporting of more problems with their sample collection bottles ©Getty Images 

Fundamentally, the company were unable to guarantee their bottles would stand up to any 
such manipulation, a hugely damning example of the state anti-doping finds itself in at the 
moment. 

Berlinger admitted as much in a statement, which began with the phrase "to avoid 
jeopardising current anti-doping activities…" 

This strikes to the very centre of the anti-doping process and means we cannot even have full 
confidence in that part of the operation, despite it being one of the most basic elements. 

"The quality of anti-doping equipment used cannot be compromised," WADA vice-president 
Linda Helleland said recently. "It's as simple as that and this must be fixed immediately." 

In another troubling development, it was then revealed "imposters" were posing as doping 
control officers in Kenya - a nation whose record in this particular area is not exactly positive - 
following complaints from a number of athletes. 

Why? That is anyone's guess. Presumably for some sort of financial gain, but even the Anti-
Doping Agency of Kenya (ADAK) were unsure as to their motive. 

"We are reliably informed that the individuals are using the sample collection process as a 
conduit for reasons yet to be established," a statement from ADAK chief executive Japhter 
Rugut read. 

Add to that the recent confusion over North Korean ice player Un Hyang Kim being secretly 
cleared after testing positive for a banned substance at Pyeongchang 2018, coupled with the 
ongoing in-fighting between stakeholders within the movement, and it is not difficult to see 
why the system is at breaking point. 

Confusion has been an underlying theme in the anti-doping world, exacerbated by the 
avalanche of acronyms of groups involved in some way or another which was excellently-
outlined by my colleague Nick Butler in one of his columns earlier this month, leading to some 
officials quite simply not knowing how it all works. 



                                                                      

 

A case in point came when the International Olympic Committee (IOC), particularly its 
Presidential spokesperson Mark Adams, got in a muddle when they claimed they were entirely 
independent of the anti-doping process at Pyeongchang 2018 only before it was pointed out 
that was not exactly the case. 

They eventually came back and said the IOC involvement was purely procedural, but doubt still 
remained over whether this was the case in reality - another common theme throughout this 
entire saga. 

It is little wonder, then, that the outspoken Helleland, who provides a rare example of a high-
ranking sports official not being afraid of ruffling one or two feathers, has called for an 
"independent" review into the whole mess. 

The main bugbear for the Norwegian is the impact it has had on the clean athletes, whose 
frustrations with the system and those in charge of it are now "getting closer to indifference", 
according to the former Sports Minister. 

The exasperation from athletes largely stems from the way the Russian doping scandal was 
dealt with, culminating in the frankly ridiculous scenario whereby the decision on the extent of 
the country's participation as part of a neutral team at Pyeongchang 2018 was made mere 
hours before the curtain for the event was officially raised at the Opening Ceremony. 

Helleland is among those advocating for more input and participation from athletes in anti-
doping discussions, a topic which is due to be the focal point of a WADA Global Athlete Forum 
in Calgary in June. 

A statement announcing the Canadian city as the host of the event earlier this week promised 
it would give athletes an "opportunity to express how they believe their rights should be 
protected today and in the future" amid the aforementioned frustrations expressed by 
competitors. 

 

WADA vice-president Linda Helleland has been among those to call for a review and reform of 
the anti-doping system ©Facebook 



                                                                      

 

The current state of affairs is also the topic of a new book, due to be released in the middle of 
next month. 

Written by Professors Paul Dimeo of the University of Stirling and Verner Møller of the 
University of Aarhus, the book aims to demonstrate the principle reasons why sport has 
seemingly reached its nadir. 

Entitled The Anti-Doping Crisis in Sport: Causes, Consequences, Solutions, it outlines six focal 
points concerning how the situation has become a full-blown crisis, one of which cites "abuse 
of athletes through excessive surveillance and marginalisation from decision-making". 

Holding the symposium, coupled with Helleland’s calls for a review - echoed by plenty of 
others in recent years - and the Global Athlete Forum, is all well and good and should be 
commended. 

It provides a much-needed chance to thrash out a way forward for a movement which is in 
desperate need of repair. 

But concrete actions, rather than measures, reviews and recommendations, are what is truly 
needed to restore trust in a system corrupted by the Russian scandal. 

As the authors of the book explained in a recent piece with website VeloNews: "The 
unavoidable conclusion is that a system that fails to deliver on its own ambitions needs some 
help in redirecting its ideas, practices, and relationships such that the very people upon whom 
sport depends - athletes - are treated like normal human beings: protected, listened to and 
respected." 

https://www.insidethegames.biz/index.php/articles/1062728/liam-morgan-concrete-actions-
needed-to-repair-broken-anti-doping-system-as-wada-prepares-for-key-symposium  

  

  



                                                                      

 

INSIDE THE GAMES 

17/03/2018 

Four figures at centre of Operation Puerto scandal to face no sanction 

By Nick butler 

 

Four figures at the centre of the Operation Puerto doping scandal will face no further 
punishment from the Spanish Cycling Federation (RFEC). 

The quartet include Yolanda Fuentes, the doctor whose brother, Eufemiano, remains at the 
heart of the 12-year long investigation, as well as former ONCE and Liberty Seguros team 
sports director Manolo Saiz. 

Vicente Belda and Ignacio Labarta, two figures associated with the former Kelme team, will 
also go unsanctioned. 

Spanish newspaper AS have reported that Judge Benito López proved that the defendants 
resorted to doping practices. 

However, the RFEC reportedly decided not to sanction the four because they do not have a 
licence at present. 

This is despite the fact that Saiz currently manages the under-23 Aldro team. 

Two-hundred and eleven frozen bags of blood and plasma were seized from the clinic of 
Eufemiano Fuentes in Madrid after a police raid in 2006, with the doctor found to have 
facilitated blood doping to several of the world's leading cyclists. 

Doping was not considered a criminal offence in Spain at the time, with Fuentes initially given 
a one-year suspended sentence on public health grounds. 

An initial verdict had ruled that the evidence should be destroyed but this was overturned 
after the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) and the International Cycling Union (UCI) were 
among those to appeal. 



                                                                      

 

 

Alejandro Valverde is one of the cyclists sanctioned in connection with Operation Puerto 
©Getty Images 

The four figures now cleared were all accused of being part of Fuentes' ring.  

Their public health charges were eventually dismissed before being re-opened after the UCI 
and WADA appeals. 

Anti-doping officials have faced significant difficulties in naming athletes as, with the case now 
in its 11th year, the statute of limitations has passed. 

Only a small number of cyclists involved have ever been outed, including Tour de France 
winner Jan Ullrich of Germany, Spanish rider Alejandro Valverde and Italy's Ivan Basso. 

Top players in other high profile sports such as tennis, football and basketball are also alleged 
to have been part of a doping ring. 

Operation Puerto has continued to tarnish Spain’s sporting image with the initial case harming 
Madrid's bid for the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

It contributed to them being eliminated in the first round of voting at the 125th International 
Olympic Committee Session in Buenos Aires, after losing a run-off against Istanbul. 

Japan's capital city Tokyo eventually emerged as the clear winners. 

https://www.insidethegames.biz/articles/1062787/four-figures-at-centre-of-operacion-
puerto-scandal-to-face-no-sanction  

 

 


